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Tuggeranong is Canberra's latest new town, but also, 
it is certainly the most historic area of the A»C,T. 
Scattered throughout the 45-square mile valley are 
historic buildings and sites which Canberra's planning 
and development authority, the National Capital Development 
Commission, has taken great care in its early planning 
to preserve for the benefit of the town's future 170,000 
or more residents and as a significant part of Australia's" 
history. It was in this area that William Farrer 
conducted his successful experiments to develop a strain 
of rust-free wheat. 
Although the first of the "new pioneers" are not due to 
move in until next month, the valley was discovered 
in April 1821 by an explorer, Charles Throsby, who was 
closely followed by convict shepherds and squatters, who 
discovered the valley in their efforts to find grazing 
pastures for their sheep and cattle. 
The Tuggeranong Valley had its share of bushrangers, 
most of whom were escaped convicts. Mount Tennent is 
named after one such bushranger who was captured in 1928 
and sent to Sydney to be executed. 
The valley originally was called "Togranon", an Aboriginal 
word meaning "cold plains". The Isabella Plains were named 
by Captain Mark Currie, Major John Ovens and Joseph Wild 
in 1823, in honour of Governor Brisbane's daughter. 
The first authorised settler was James Murdoch, a relation 
of Governor Brisbane. He took up a land grant in 1827 and 
employed an overseer and assigned convicts to run cattle 
on the property. 
In the Tuggeranong Valley there are four historic homesteads, 
Lanyon, Tuggeranong, Lambrigg and Cuppacumbalong. 
The A.C.T. Historic Sites and Building Committee, of the 
Department of the Capital Territory, is making recommendations 
on the ultimate use and accessibility to the public of all 
the historical buildings in Tuggeranong. 
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LANYON g 
Lanyon is the oldest major homestead in the valley. 
It was built by James and William Wright and John Lanyon, 
who took up a land grant in 1835. The house with later 
additions, still stands and has been given an A rating 
by the National Trust of Australia. Its thick walls and 
small windows are reminders of the precautions which 
homesteaders had to take against attacks from bushrangers 
and Aborigines. 
James Wright remained at Lanyon after the death of his 
brother William in a shooting accident, and the return to 
England of John Lanyon. He sold out in 1847 to Andrew 
Cunningham who owned a property across the Murrumbidgee. 
The Cunningham family retained possession of Lanyon until 
1926, and in 1930 it was taken over by Mr T.A. Field. 
Mr Field's company owned the 4,OOO-hectare cattle station 
until 1971 when it was acquired by the Commonwealth for 
the development of Tuggeranong as we now know it. 
TUGGERANONG; 
Tuggeranong station was bought by Andrew Cunningham after 
its owner, Thomas Hyacinth Macquoid, was drowned when the 
Dunbar was wrecked off Sydney Heads in 1857. 
The Station was run in conjunction with Lanyon until it 
was acquired from the Cunningham family in 1913 by the 
Commonwealth. 
It was suggested that an arsenal and munitions factory be 
built on the station during World War I, but this did not 
eventuate. 
Between 1919 and 1925 the official historian, C.E.W. Bean, 
and a team of assistants, occupied the homestead to research 
and write the official history of World War I, beginning 
with the Gallippli campaign. 
Tuggeranong was then '.leaded for, grazing to the McCormack 
family who held' it until the development of the town 
began in 197.1 . 
During the McCormacks' time the station was a popular 
venue for picnic race meetings' in the valley until the 
death of a local girl during a race held on her birthday, 
•A nearby/paddock was pf ten "used iby| Ancifew Cunningham of 
Lanyon, as a l'andirig field for his plane,' the Orroral Dingo, 
During World,1 Warjll ^art-^o^the' property was used by Dutch 
and American airmen" as>i(a practice . bombing range. This area 
was cleared in 1961 ,by"the' RV.A»A^F. ' 1'*' 1"" 
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The A.C.To Historic Sites and Buildings Committee has 
recommended that the Tuggeranong Homestead be preserved and 
that the office used by Mr Bean be kept unaltered. 
An old barn on the property, which contains a convict whipping 
post, also has been recommended for preservation. 
LAMBRIGG: 
Lambrigg is the station on which William Farrer conducted 
his successful wheat experiments. 
Farrer was given the property after his marriage in 1882 
to Nina De Salis, a daughter of Leopold De Salis, the owner 
of Cuppacumbalong. ,.•<.. 
Farrer designed the Lambrigg homestead and the laboratory 
for his experiments, both of which still stand. 
He and his wife were buried on a hill behind the homestead 
and the grave is preserved as a monument in his honour. 
CUPPACUMBALONG: 
Cuppacumbalong was first owned by James Wright, of Lanyon, 
who sold it in 1855 to Leopold De Salis, an hereditary 
Count of the Holy Roman Empire. 
De Salis planted the first Lambardy poplars in the valley 
and they still stand near the site of the original homestead 
which was burnt down before World War II. 
A new homestead was built and Queen Elizabeth II stayed 
there overnight during her first royal tour of Australia 
in 195^. 
Although people today will have the advantages of roads and 
services, they still will be "pioneers" in the sense that 
they will have , to face .the-, many problems caused by rapid 
large-scale construction and development in the early years 
that other new town residents of Canberra and elsewhere have 
been through. 
But experience has shown in the first two new towns, Woden 
and Belc onnen, that the one major element to overcome any 
of these early teething problems will be on the residents' 
part, the need to establish an early community spirit and 
interest in their environment and from the departmental 
viewpoint, the need to establish and maintain close contact 
with the community so that any problems can be discussed 
and, where necessary appropriate action taken, 
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